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14 June 2016 
 
Mayor and Council 
City of North Vancouver 
141 West 14th Street 
North Vancouver, BC  V7M 1H9 
 
RE: Support for proposed zoning amendment for 1301-1333 Lonsdale Avenue 
 
Dear Mayor and Council, 
 
BC Non-Profit Housing Association strongly supports the project proposed by Hollyburn 
Properties at 1301-1333 Lonsdale Avenue.  Hollyburn is a respected and reputable  rental 
housing developer and manager. 
 
A healthy and robust rental housing market contributes to overall community health and 
wellbeing and is an important contributor to dynamic local economies.  Nearly half of all 
households in the City of North Vancouver are renters, and a full 43% of them pay more 
than the recommended 30% of income on rent and utilities.  Nearly one-quarter spend 
more than 50% of their income on rent and utilities, which is crisis level spending that puts 
people at risk of homelessness. 
 
With very little purpose built rental housing being built over the last several decades, and a 
vacancy rate amongst the worst in Canada, pressure is mounting on the rental sector to 
such an extent that renters across many income groups are feeling the squeeze.  Market 
rental is an important component of our overall supply, and the relationship between 
market rental and subsidized rental has never been clearer.   
 
While the rental development proposed by Hollyburn will not solve the affordability 
squeeze for renters, it will help to alleviate pressure in the rental market in the City of North 
Vancouver.  With only a handful of 3 bedroom purpose built rental units and less than 1,000 
when units in the secondary rental market are factored in, an additional 16 three-bedroom 
units will mean the difference between staying in the city and leaving for some families with 
children.   
 
In developing our Rental Housing Index that examines affordability and suitability indicators 
in large and small communities throughout the province, the City of North Vancouver 
ranked 510 out of 521 communities in Canada in terms of the overall health of your rental 
market.  Supporting developments like those proposed by Hollyburn can begin to the turn 
the picture around for the healthcare, professional and technical, construction and 
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hospitality workers who make up your local economy and who are also renters in your 
community.    
 
BC Non-Profit Housing Association is the umbrella agency for social housing providers in BC, 
but the need for all forms of rental housing has never been greater.  The importance of a 
healthy and robust market rental supply means that pressure through the whole rental 
system is alleviated.  That is why we enthusiastically support the proposed rezoning. 
 
 
I would be happy to answer any questions you may have about our support for the project.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kishone Roy 
CEO   
 
 
 


