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Letter To The Editor
The BIA is back once again to torture local business people in lower Lonsdale with a 
potential new tax, but why? It's not because an abundance of local businesses have 
risen up and screamed 'We Want A BIA!'. In fact the opposite is the case.
When this issue came before City council in 2013, it did so with the support of only 4 
businesses. Spear headed by Menchies owner Terry Shein, and supported by  
Anatolies' Yani Makris, together with one local hair dresser who has removed his sign 
from the private residence at which he operated, and a ladies clothing store which 
closed its doors in 2014 leasing the space to others.
When BIA supporters appeared before council in 2013 they said that despite having 
been given $120,000 and loads of time to gain support for a BIA, they had little to show 
for their efforts. They said getting approval before hand was just to hard, and so they 
asked council to support a negative petition bylaw that would see a BIA established 
unless 50% plus 1 of the landlords wrote in saying NO!
I was there that night to hear Terry Shein and Doug Hausman wax on about how a new 
BIA tax would generate loads of new business and save everyone. That was a first for 
me. As a businessman of more than 30 years I'd never seen more taxes as a recipe for 
greater prosperity. But according to these guys, that was exactly what it would do.
What they don't talk about is the fact they want the BIA approval without being able to 
tell each business owner just exactly what they'll be paying or where the money will go. 
The Mayor and his 'Slate' want it because they intend to download costs currently paid 
by the City onto the BIA, on top of the already high taxes each business pays today.
And both the LLBA and the Mayor want to pass this by way of a negative petition in 
which process none of the businesses will even get a vote. Only property owners will 
get to vote, yet the businesses will pay the tax. How fair is that? That's taxation without 
representation. It may be legal, but it's not right! The Mayor is correct that the law allows 
a negative petition bylaw to determine the outcome of this issue, but no one is forcing 
him to vote for it to be done this way. He's voting for it because he wants to, not 
because he has to! Once again, I will be opposing the process. Those being asked to 
pay the tax should decide the matter!
Sincerely,
Kerry Morris


