
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memo 
To:  Mayor and Council 

From:  Michael Epp, City Planner  

Date:  August 6, 2015  

Re:  Washington State Slide the City Event Cancellations  
 
 
This memorandum responds to a request of the Chief Administrative Officer to provide 
additional information regarding the approval process for and health and safety implications of 
the Slide the City event scheduled for August 22nd, 2015.  
 
On August 5th, 2015, Washington State media reported that the Slide the City events scheduled 
to take place in mid-August in Seattle, Spokane and the Tri-Cities had been cancelled as a 
result of insufficient time to review required permits and resolve health and safety related 
questions. The King County health authorities noted issues with the completeness of the 
information submitted by event organizers and noted that there remained questions regarding 
water treatment, the safety of the slide and water disposal. Officials felt that there was 
inadequate time to resolve these outstanding items, which resulted in the event cancellations.  
 
In contrast, Slide the City, in cooperation with the appropriate approval authorities, has provided 
all requested information and obtained all required permits for their scheduled City of North 
Vancouver event. Furthermore, the City of North Vancouver is using a water recirculation 
system which has been pre-approved by the Province; rather than the flow-through system 
proposed for Washington. The approvals process and health and safety aspects of the event 
are summarized below. 
 
Approvals Process 
 
Slide the City submitted all necessary documents, as well as passed the onsite inspection to 
meet the safety requirements outlined by the British Columbia Safety Authority. The BC Safety 
Authority approved Slide the City to operate in the Province of British Columbia on July 18th, 
2015. 
 
The standards applied are similar to those used for a permanent water slide facility. The 
approval required a water safety plan to be signed off by a qualified water engineer and includes 
provisions such as: 
 

• Filter requirements; 
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• Regular testing of the water quality; 
• Acceptable levels of contaminants; 
• Required levels of chlorine; 
• Accident response plan (including situations that will require the slide to be shut down). 

 
Slide Safety 
 
The BC Safety Authority performed and approved an acceptance inspection on the slide device 
on July 18th, 2015. This acceptance remains valid and applicable for the August 22nd event in 
the City of North Vancouver.   
 
Water Treatment 
 
Slide the City acquired the services of McElhanney Engineering to prepare a water safety plan 
for their operations in British Columbia. The plan was submitted to the BC Safety Authority and 
was approved on July 18th, 2015 and included an on-site inspection of the Kamloops event held 
in July. Vancouver Coastal Health and the BC Safety Authority have been working cooperatively 
to monitor the approved safety plan.  
 
Slide the City submitted applications for required permits in a timely manner, with sufficient time 
for review. 
 
Insurance 
 
Liability Insurance has been purchased by Slide the City, and approved by the City’s purchasing 
department and legal counsel.  
 
The Licensee obtained and will maintain in force and effect the Liability Insurance for claims 
arising out of the use, occupancy, acts or omissions by any person (including volunteers and 
participants) in relation to the Slide, the Associated Structures, the Licensed Area and the 
Event. 
 
Water Disposal 
 
At the end of the event, water from the slide will be captured and contained. The water will be 
used to irrigate City plants, tress and parks that would not have otherwise been watered under 
current Stage 3 water restrictions.  
 
In summary, the issues raised with respect to the Washington events do not apply to the 
proposed City of North Vancouver event.  
 
 cc.  Ken Tolstam, Chief Administrative Officer 

Karla Graham, City Clerk 
 Juliana Buitenhuis, Community Development Worker 
 Anna Dale, Assistant to the CAO 


